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“A new command I 
give you: Love one 
another. As I have 
loved you, so you 

must love one 
another. “ 

John 13:34 

Rev. Douglas M. Eberly, Pastor 
Jeannette Keezel, Admin. Asst. 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

9:00 am  —  1:00 pm 

Why Wesley Exists 
 

“I can do all this through Him 

who gives me strength“ 

Philippians 4: 13  

Brothers and Sisters in Christ. 

In this newsletter you will not 

hear the words of Pastor Doug 

but rather mine, Steve Forshey 

your Chairperson of the 

Administrative Council.  I am 

writing about a significant 

event that 

happened on 

January 24th 

and 25th.  The 

church council 

had a 2-day 

retreat where 

we discussed 

Wesley church 

as it is now and 

where we are 

and will be moving into the 

future. On Friday night Scott 

McKenzie, who did the 

analysis of our church last fall, 

met with the church council 

members to discuss Broken 

Expectations.  He spoke about 

how sometimes people 

intentionally withdraw from 

the church, and how there is 

no energy felt, or so many 

brush fires to put out that we 

don’t have time to be 

connected to other people. He 

also talked about (and this is 

what hit me the most) the 

and feet”. We also 

identified intentional ways 

of being such as Trust, 

Honesty, Understanding, 

Perseverance, and Putting 

Others First. These are 

critical values as we interact 

with each other.  There was 

so much that we learned 

about, not only our church 

but ourselves and our 

relationships with each 

other. 

I for one was so excited to 

come and learn of my 

wilderness and how to 

come out of it but also 

Wesley’s wilderness and 

how to move forward with 

a clearer vision. 

Should you have any 

questions or just want to 

know what each member 

felt of the retreat I ask you 

to seek them out, sit down, 

have a conversation and get 

to know each other. 

In Christ’s Love 

Steve Forshey 

Wilderness. He spoke of how 

Jesus was in the wilderness 

several times and what he 

experienced and how he 

ultimately went from death 

and destruction to 

Resurrection and Everlasting 

Life. How we get so 

disconnected that we cannot 

find our way out of the 

wilderness. He also spoke of 

ways that we as a 

congregation can avoid the 

wilderness or get out of the 

wilderness.  It 

begins as we 

name our 

broken 

expectations, 

grieve them, 

let them go 

and begin a 

new time of 

exploration.   

On Saturday we met with Gary 

and Kim Shockley from our 

conference and they led us to 

look at our church and answer 

the question, “Why do we 

exist as a church?”  We looked 

at our church in terms of 

Hospitality, Discipleship, 

Worship, Service, and 

Generosity.  After looking at 

what we had identified 

through this exercise we came 

up with this vision statement. 

We clarified that, “Wesley 

church exists because God 

loves us, and we are called to 

love everyone, as God’s hands 
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I asked Steve to take the lead page 

this month, because the Retreat 

was such an important step for the 

Church Council as it provided 

clarity around mission and vision. 

The next step will be scheduling 

home gatherings that will provide 

an opportunity to update you on 

this vision and so much more. 

Today, though, I wanted to take 

time to thank you for your 

faithfulness. As our Finance Chair, 

David Palmer, outlined in his letter 

accompanying your giving 

statements, Wesley was able to 

meet all financial obligations for 

2019. That represents significant 

progress and careful stewardship 

by all leaders of Wesley Church in 

the past year. There will be many 

new services being offered as we 

move into 2020 and David will 

keep you informed as we move 

forward. 

We continue to work with our 

District Superintendent, Rev. Barry 

Robison, Seedling Ministry, and 

Scott McKenzie as we develop 

plans to strengthen 

our financial status 

and accelerate our 

debt reduction. I 

anticipate having 

more to share about 

this at the home 

gatherings. 

Wesley Church is truly blessed 

with a dedicated group of leaders 

in the Church Council. As I talked 

with our presenters over the 

weekend at the retreat, they were 

so impressed by the group 

gathered, their love of their 

church and their commitment to 

Christ. Your Church Council 

members work tirelessly on your 

behalf and are strengthening this 

congregation and meeting every 

challenge that comes their way. I 

thank all of them for their hard 

work and sacrifice on your behalf. 

One of my favorite verses that 

keeps me going comes from 

Jeremiah 29:11, For surely I know 

the plans I have for you, says the 

Lord, plans for your welfare and 

not for harm, to give you a future 

with hope. I believe in spite of all 

the challenges before Wesley and 

the UM denomination, that if we 

focus on our mission and continue 

to be the same Wesley Church 

you’ve known all your life, that 

these words from Jeremiah will be 

fulfilled in your lifetime. 

Remember, Wesley Church exists 

because God loves us, and we are 

called to love everyone, as God’s 

hands and feet. 

Thanks for letting me share some 

thoughts with you. I’m looking 

forward to our home gatherings and a 

chance for further discussions face to 

face. 

Pastor Doug 
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8:00 AM 
Traditional Worship  

11:00 AM  

Contemporary Worship 

SERVICE MINISTRIES 

8:00 AM WORSHIP LEADERS 
02/02— Rachelle Miller 
02/09— Joe Bower 
02/16— Dee Eberly 
02/23— Chris Albright 
 

8:00 AM WELCOME TEAMS 
02/02— Nancy Shellenberger & 

Joyce Barnhart 
02/09— Jeff & Chris Miller 
02/16— Nancy Shellenberger & 

Joyce Barnhart 
02/23— Bob & Debby Moore 
 

NURSERY 
8:00 AM— Martiel Edwards 
11:00 AM— Wesley Servants 
(4  Yrs. Old-K—Room 207) 

HELPING HANDS 
 

TABULATORS 

*Tom & Zina Speck 
Margie Palm 
Kathy Latsha 

FOOD BOX VOLUNTEERS: 

(Packing February 14 
8:00-9:30 AM) 

Gertrude Crawford, Dave Thomas, Martiel 
Edwards, Joyce Barnhart, Phil & Donna 
Snyder, Dee Eberly 

(Distribution February 15 
8:00AM) 

Dave & Cindy Thomas, Sandy Corl, Joe 
Bower & Martiel Edwards 

February 2, 2020 
Theme:  An important question is this, “What kind of neighbor are you?” 

Scripture Reading: Psalm 15 

Message: “A Stroll in the Psalms: Who may abide with God?” 

What to Expect: Holy Communion 

February 9, 2020 
Theme:  An important question is this, “What do your actions say about 

you?” 

Scripture Reading: Psalm 112 

Message: “A Stroll in the Psalms: Who will be happy?” 

February 23, 2020 
Theme:  In this great mountaintop experience, God confirms for all it is 

time for Jesus to go to Jerusalem. 

Scripture Reading: Genesis 50:15-21 

Message: “It’s Time to Go!” 

WEEKLY WORSHIP THEMES 
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February 16, 2020 
Theme:  An important question is this, “What do you really desire in your 

heart of hearts?” 

Scripture Reading: Psalm 119:1-8 

Message: “A Stroll in the Psalms: Are you all in?” 

February 26, 2020 
Ash Wednesday 

7:00 pm 
 

Bethany United Methodist Church 
400 Lansvale Street 

Marysville, PA 17053 
 

This year we are coordinating with Bethany UMC for our Ash Wednesday 
service. Please join us at Bethany for this very meaningful service. 
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Gearing up for 
Lent 

By Jeannette Keezel 

While it seems that 
we just celebrated 
Christmas, which we 
did, Lent and Easter 
are not too far off 
and will approach in 

the very near future. Lent begins on Ash 
Wednesday, which is on February 26, 
2020. What does this mean? What is 
Lent and why is it important? While I’m 
sure you have your favorite traditions 
surrounding the season of Lent, have 
you considered the true reason for 
them? I’ve listed some of the things that 
came to my mind when I think of Lent. 
Not necessarily because I practice all of 
them, but because I know they are 
celebrated by many people. So here is 
my list of ponderings. 

Fat Tuesday: To begin with, there is 
Shrove Tuesday, better known in our 
area as Fasnacht Day or Fat Tuesday, 
and in other circles Mardi Gras. “Mardi 
Gras is French for "Fat Tuesday", 
reflecting the practice of the last night of 
eating rich, fatty foods before the 
ritual fasting of the Lenten season.” 
(Wikipedia) Who doesn’t love a good 
doughnut or to splurge on one last 
hurrah before spending time in a 
spiritual fast? One is begging to ask why 
is this necessary? Fasting is a big part of 
the Lenten season. Fasting is a way to 
rid oneself of excessive luxuries that 
provide spiritual hindrances, so instead 
of letting those excesses go to waste, it 
is necessary to use those items up in 
preparation for the time of fasting. Fat 
Tuesday is the last day of “fat eating”. 
The term Shrove come from the word 
shrive which means to “absolve.” 

Ashes: Then comes Ash Wednesday. A 
day when we look for repentance and 
reconciliation, thus beginning a six-week 
time of spiritual devotion, sacrifice, and 
reflection. “Ash Wednesday derives its 
name from the placing of 
repentance ashes on the foreheads of 
participants to either the words "Repent, 
and believe in the Gospel" or the dictum 
"Remember that you are dust, and to 

year resolution of losing weight, then 
you are sacrificing it for the wrong 
reason. Pray for clarity and discernment 
before choosing your sacrifice so that 
you and God will get the most benefit 
from your time together. Possibly, God 
would rather you sacrifice your time or 
money to some beneficial cause or 
institution as a volunteer, such as at 
Mission Central  or Join Hands, or maybe 
use your coffee money for a favorite 
charity like UMCOR or even to pay for a 
meal for someone you don’t know. Only 
you can determine what God is telling 
you. 

This list brings us to the end of the Lent 
season which is immediately followed by 
Holy Week or Passion Week, 
commemorating Christ’s servitude, grief, 
crucifixion, death and resurrection.  So I 
ask, if the Passion of Christ is the end 
result, why Lent? As I ponder this 
question, I have to come to the 
realization that Lent is, as is commonly 
understood, a time of preparing and 
understanding of what it is that Christ 
did for us. Remembering Christ’s 40-day 
journey in the wilderness and placing 
ourselves there with him, we humble 
ourselves as he did. As we spend time 
with God, as we sacrifice in order to 
draw closer to him, as we participate in 
those ceremonies that were so 
ingrained in Jesus’ life, we can 
empathize more fully with what he did 
for us and why. We gain a better 
identification with him and can offer 
ourselves to him in return for his act of 

love and mercy. Lent is not 
only a time of repentance 
for things we may have 
said, done, or thought, but 
a time of surrender to the 
Lord through prayer, 
fasting, devotion, reading, 
praise, and worship. How 

will you prepare for the upcoming 
Lenten season? Why wait until Ash 
Wednesday to decide. Begin your prayer 
regimen now and let God guide you 
where he wants you to go. He will reveal 
the area where he wants you to 
concentrate. Our spiritual journey is not 
one traveled alone. It is a journey of 
two...you and Christ. Go together 
toward the cross. 

dust you shall return." The ashes are 
prepared by burning palm leaves from 
the previous year's Palm 
Sunday celebrations.” (Wikipedia). It is 
definitely a day of somber reflection, at 
the very least. 

Fish—No Meat: Not having been raised 
in a tradition where giving up meat was 
practiced, I have often wondered what 
the purpose of eating fish on Fridays 
was. Am I the only one? I can’t imagine 
that I am, but in our area and the world 
over the Fish Fry seems to be the place 
to go on Fridays, so I thought I’d 
investigate a little. It turns out that the 
practice began in the early days of the 
Catholic church. The theological thought 
is that Christ died on Friday. Humans are 
warm-blooded so eating cold-blooded 
animals was a more appropriate way of 
commemorating the sacrifice, instead of 
warm-blooded animals such as the one 
who sacrificed himself for our sins. The 
practice continued, becoming not only a 
tradition, but an economic benefit for 
the fish industry. The Catholic rules have 
loosened on this tradition somewhat, 
but the tradition remains, nonetheless. 

Sacrifice: Lent is a time when we look to 
better ourselves as human beings in 
some manner or another. Many people 
choose to abstain from or “give up” 
something that they view as a stumbling 
block between them and God. Or 
perhaps, they give up something that 
will be a challenge where they will have 
to rely on God to get them through this 
time. There are many ways to 
participate in a sacrifice, 
whether it be a physical item, 
food or beverage, a habit, or 
even just an attitude change. 
The main thing to remember 
when choosing to sacrifice is 
how it will affect your 
relationship with God. God is 
ALWAYS central to our need for 
sacrifice. By way of example, if you want 
to give up chocolate, for instance, how 
will it better your relationship with God? 
Is it your dependence on chocolate 
rather than your dependence on God? Is 
it a hindrance to your relationship? If 
you want to give up chocolate because 
you think it will spur you on in your new 
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Men’s Breakfast 
February 25—9:30 am 

All men are invited to join us 
for the Men’s Breakfast 
Fellowship on the last Tuesday 
of each month. Bring your 
neighbors and find friends and 
fellowship. All men are welcome. 

Women’s Book Club 

February 17, 2020 @ 7:15 pm 

The February meeting of the Women’s Book 
Club will be on February 17 at 7:15 at the 
home of Debby Moore. We are reading 
“The Story of Arthur Truluv” by Elizabeth 
Berg. All ladies who love to read are 
welcome to come and discuss the book.  

Lent at Wesley 

As part of your Lenten routine, join us for the Lenten series as Pastor Doug will be working from the 
book by Adam Hamilton, “Final Words from the Cross”.   This book and series explores Jesus’ final 
words as seen and heard through the eyes and ears of those who stood near the cross. He begins 
with the biblical account followed by a first-person story, as might have been told from the 
viewpoint of one of the characters at the cross. We will then explore what these words mean for us 
today in our 21st century world.  You won’t want to miss a word! 

Preschool News 

GIANT CARDS 

A huge and hearty thank you to all who 
have purchased Giant Gift Cards over 
the years in support of the Preschool. 
Unfortunately, the demand is too low 
for the expense of ordering them. Once 
the current stock is sold, we will not be 
ordering more and the program 
discontinued.  If you would like to 
purchase a card, please stop in the 
office. Limited quantity is available. 

Please watch for other ways you can support 
the Preschool. 

Community  

Lenten Breakfast 
Benefiting the Marysville / Rye Council 

of Churches 

Saturday, February 29, 2020  
8:00 am 

at 
Our Lady of Good Counsel  

Catholic Church 
121 William Street, Marysville, PA 

Cost: $6.00 (pay at the door) 

Join us for breakfast, singing, and an 
inspirational message as we begin our 
Lenten Journey...raising money to feed 

the hungry 

Breakfast menu: Pancakes, Scrambled 
Eggs, Hash Browns, Sausages, 

Blueberry Muffins, Fruit Cocktail, Apple 
Sauce, Orange Juice, Apple Juice, 

Coffee, Tea 
 

If you plan to attend, please sign up 
on the bulletin board or with the 

church office no later than  
Sunday, February 23. 
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If I speak in the tongues of 
men or of angels, but do 

not have love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a 

clanging cymbal. If I have 
the gift of prophecy and 

can fathom all 
mysteries and all 

knowledge, and if I have a 
faith that can move 

mountains, but do not have 
love, I am nothing. If I give 

all I possess to the 
poor and give over my 

body to hardship that I may 
boast, but do not have 

love, I gain nothing. 

1 Corinthians 13:1-3 

Wesley Vacation Bible School 2020!!! 
Mark your Calendar! 

We are excited to “Get onboard” our VBS 

program this year as we “visit” Rocky Railway 

and learn how Jesus’ Power Pulls Us 

Through!!! Save the dates so your children can 

be a part of the fun! Our VBS will be in the 

evenings Sunday July 19th through Thursday 

July 23rd. We always need and welcome volunteers as well. Contact Amy 

Whitworth at 717-254-0368 for more details. Registration will be 

coming to our Website and Facebook pages in the Spring. 
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What Is Love? 
Helen Steiner Rice 

What is love? No words can define it— 

It’s something so great only God could design it. 

Wonder of wonders, beyond man’s conception— 

And only in God can love find true perfection… 

For love means much more than small words can express, 

For what man calls love is so very much less 

Than the beauty and depth and the true richness of 

God’s gift to mankind of compassion from above 

For love has become a word that’s misused, 

Perverted, distorted, and often abused 

To speak of light romance or some affinity for, 

A passing attraction that is seldom much more 

Than a mere interlude of inflamed fascination, 

A romantic fling of no lasting duration… 

But love is enduring and patient and kind— 

It judges all with the heart, not the mind… 

And love can transform the most commonplace 

Into beauty and splendor and sweetness and grace… 

For love is unselfish, giving more than it takes— 

And no matter what happens love never forsakes. 

It’s faithful and trusting and always believing, 

Guileless and honest and never deceiving. 

Yes, love is beyond what man can define, 

For love is immortal and God’s gift is divine! 
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Our Staff 

Pastor 
Rev. Douglas Eberly 

pastordougeberly@ymail.com 
(570) 847-8873 

 

Administrative Assistant 
Jeannette Keezel 

WesleyUM.Office@gmail.com 
(717)957-4481 

 

Preschool Director 
Tiphanie Roberts 

WesleyUM.Preschool@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer 
Helen Bardell 

hmbardell801@gmail.com 
 

Church Council Chair 
Steve Forshey 

the4shes@embarqmail.com 

Stay connected to what is happening at Wesley UMC… 

Visit us at www.wesleyum.org   or 

“Like and Follow” us on Facebook 

http://www.wesleyum.org
https://www.facebook.com/wesleyumcmvl/

